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WASHINGTONÂ â�� BureauÂ of Indian Affairs Director W. PatrickÂ RagsdaleÂ today
announcedÂ thatÂ  heÂ has namedÂ OmarÂ C. Bradley as theÂ Regional Director for theÂ BIAâ��s
Navajo Regional OfficeÂ inÂ  Gallup, N.M., which serves theÂ 16Â millionÂ acreÂ Navajo Reservation
locatedÂ in western NewÂ  Mexico, northeastern ArizonaÂ andÂ southern Utah. Mr. Bradley,
aÂ memberÂ of theÂ Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma,Â hadÂ been servingÂ as theÂ actingÂ regional
director since May 2006. His appointment was effectiveÂ February 4, 2007.

â��OmarÂ Bradley brings with him almost 30Â years of experience workingÂ with BIA programs andÂ 
tribal governments,â��Â RagsdaleÂ said. â��I am pleased thatÂ theÂ BureauÂ andÂ theÂ Navajo Nation
willÂ  continueÂ toÂ benefit from his extensiveÂ knowledge andÂ expertise.â��Â 

TheÂ Regional Director is theÂ senior manager for theÂ NavajoÂ Region andÂ provides executiveÂ 
direction for BIA program operations that deliverÂ services toÂ theÂ Navajo Nation tribalÂ  government
andÂ theÂ 220,000 tribal members living in theÂ areaÂ eitherÂ directly or underÂ P.L. 93Â
639Â contract with theÂ tribe.Â  His areas of responsibility includeÂ management oversight of
theÂ 16Â million acres of theÂ Navajo Indian Reservation and adjacent offÂ-reservation tribal
trustÂ lands andÂ  950,000Â acres of individually heldÂ allotted trust landÂ locatedÂ in theÂ states of
Arizona, New Mexico andÂ Utah. He is responsibleÂ for theÂ administration, execution
andÂ fundingÂ of trustÂ  services, waterÂ andÂ natural resources management, forestry,
fireÂ management, irrigation, damÂ  safety, housing, education, andÂ social services programs as well
as theÂ construction andÂ  maintenanceÂ of overÂ 6,000Â miles of reservation roads.

Mr. Bradley began his BIA career in 1978Â as aÂ realty officer with theÂ Bureauâ��s Southern Pueblos
Agency in Albuquerque, aÂ position heÂ heldÂ for theÂ next 12Â years. In 1990, heÂ was
promotedÂ toÂ  Natural Resources Program AdministratorÂ whereÂ heÂ was responsibleÂ for
theÂ oversight andÂ  delivery of natural resources programs andÂ activities to 10 PuebloÂ tribes
andÂ overÂ oneÂ millionÂ  trustÂ acres within theÂ agencyâ��s jurisdiction. DuringÂ theseÂ years, Mr.
Bradley alsoÂ periodicallyÂ  servedÂ as theÂ actingÂ agency superintendent for his andÂ otherÂ BIA
agencies includingÂ theÂ  Mescalero Agency in Mescalero, N.M., andÂ theÂ UteÂ Mountain
UteÂ Agency inÂ Towaoc, Colo. As theÂ actingÂ superintendentÂ heÂ was responsibleÂ for theÂ daily
administration andÂ management of allÂ  agency program services to theÂ federally recognizedÂ tribes
within their areas.

In 1998, heÂ becameÂ theÂ Regional WaterÂ Rights Protection ManagerÂ in theÂ Bureauâ��s
AlbuquerqueÂ  Area Office (nowÂ known as theÂ Southwest Regional Office) whereÂ heÂ was
responsibleÂ for waterÂ  management, irrigation construction, operations andÂ maintenance, andÂ dam
safety on trustÂ lands belongingÂ to 24 federally recognizedÂ tribes. He heldÂ theÂ position until
2000Â when heÂ was namedÂ  Deputy Regional Director for theÂ Navajo Regional Office.

As Deputy Regional Director, Mr. Bradley was theÂ principal advisor to theÂ Regional Director for all
program activities underÂ theÂ jurisdiction of theÂ Navajo Regional OfficeÂ andÂ was responsibleÂ  for
all day-Âto-Âday managerial andÂ technical functions of theÂ regional officeÂ andÂ its agencies andÂ 
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fieldÂ offices on theÂ Navajo Reservation.

FollowingÂ aÂ reorganization of theÂ BIA, his titleÂ changedÂ in 2004Â toÂ Deputy Regional Director
for TrustÂ Services. His responsibilities includedÂ theÂ dayÂ-toÂday administration andÂ management
of theÂ BIAâ��s trust programs servicingÂ theÂ Navajo Nation, implementation of theÂ Interior
Departmentâ��s ComprehensiveÂ Trust Management Plan, andÂ overseeingÂ theÂ work of BIA trustÂ 
program employees. He heldÂ theÂ titleÂ of Deputy Regional Director for Trust Services until MayÂ 
2006.

Mr. Bradley receivedÂ aÂ bachelorâ��s degreeÂ in University Studies in 1974Â andÂ aÂ masterâ��s
degreeÂ inÂ  Business AdministrationÂ in 1975Â from theÂ University of New Mexico. That sameÂ year,
heÂ beganÂ  his career in servingÂ tribal communities as aÂ business economicÂ development
specialistÂ with theÂ  All Indian Development Association, aÂ nonÂprofit organization in Albuquerque,
N.M. As such, heÂ was responsibleÂ for promotingÂ andÂ facilitatingÂ business development
amongÂ theÂ 24Â tribes locatedÂ in NewÂ Mexico andÂ southern Colorado,Â includingÂ theÂ Navajo
Nation. He remainedÂ withÂ theÂ AIDA until 1978, when heÂ was hiredÂ by theÂ BIA.

Mr. Bradley currently resides within theÂ ManuelitoÂ ChapterÂ jurisdiction of theÂ Eastern
NavajoÂ portion of theÂ Navajo Nation in New Mexico.
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